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Walnut Valley par-
ents recently 

stepped into class-
rooms to see the new 
Common Core State 
Standards in action.   

Members of the 
Coordinating Coun-
cil parent leadership 
group represented all 
14 schools during the 
TK through 5th grade 
tour. 

“I’m very interested 
in seeing what Com-
mon Core looks like,” 
said Collegewood and 
Walnut Elementary parent Lily Eibert.  

“I think it’s good to see what’s being implemented and 
see what the kids are learning,” said C.J. Morris parent 
Fred Davies. “I want to be able to offer guidance to other 
parents.”

Parents immediately saw visible student engagement, 
interactive instruction, and 
increased use of technology.

“I like seeing all the 
collaboration and group 
learning.  It seems like all the 
kids are engaged!” shared 
Suzanne MS parent Veronica 
Bejareno.

“I appreciate the real-life 
situations in the math word problems,” added Eibert. 
“Hopefully it means more to the kids knowing how it 
applies to their lives.”

Evergreen parent David Chen asked fifth graders 
whether they liked working on a “cause and effect” 

research project by themselves or in a group.  “All of 
them said they liked working in a group!” he reported.

Chaparral MS hosted a parent tour last December in 
Language arts, science, math, and social studies classes.

Castle Rock parent Sam Castorena was “amazed” 
seeing the changes taking place in classrooms.

“They’re digging in deeper 
and deeper,” added Diamond 
Bar parent Yara Sands of a 
multi-layered project about 
Edgar Allen Poe. 

Castorena shared that he 
had a certain perception 
about the new standards 
when he went into the 

experience.  “And by the time we were done it had 
changed. I think Common Core is probably one of the 
biggest benefits that we’re going to see in our country for 
a really long time.”

Best K-12 Schools 
Walnut Valley 13th in State

Walnut Valley has ranked 13th in California out of 
more than 1,000 school districts, according to the 2015 
Niche Report.  Additionally, all 14 schools have received 
an A+ grade!

The Niche Company, formerly College Prowler, 
publishes guidebooks on U.S. colleges and universities, 
and has expanded to include information on K-12 schools 
and districts, colleges, cities, and neighborhoods.

The report uses a variety of school and district factors 
including academic program, health and safety, and 
extra-curricular and activities information, highlighting 
Walnut Valley’s commitment to educating the whole 
child.  The extensive amount of data pulls from various 
sources including feedback from school communities. 

“Parents gained an awareness of how 
literacy is incorporated across all subject 

areas and observed some of the real world 
examples and applications,” Superintendent 
Dr. Robert Taylor said. “I think this separates 
us from other districts around the country.”
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Message from the Superintendent
Dear Walnut Valley  
Community,

As we approach the conclusion 
of the 2014-15 school year, I 
personally want to thank our 
1,300 employees, nearly 15,000 
students, and countless parents 
and community members who 
have made this such a rewarding 
and productive year.

Throughout the state and nation, K-12 school districts have 
been faced with historical revisions and restructuring of the 
education system in a variety of areas including curriculum 
and instruction, assessment and accountability, and school 
finance.  Here in Walnut Valley, I am happy to report that we 
addressed these operational and programmatic transitions 
very effectively for the 2014-2015 school year.  

Most notably, it has been exciting seeing what our teachers 
are implementing in classrooms and how our students are 
responding.  Student engagement is at an all-time high and I 
credit our dedicated Walnut Valley team members for making 
it happen. 

Ongoing professional development is helping to prepare 
our teachers and staff for the shifts in the educational system.  
A successful Mini University 2.0, held at Walnut High, offered 
over 100 workshops to over 1,000 staff members. 

We were excited to show parent leaders from all schools the 
transitions in curriculum and instruction during classroom 
tours at Chaparral Middle School and Vejar Elementary, as well 
as the numerous formal and informal parent trainings held at 
schools across the district.

I am proud to see examples of our continued focus on STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics) all 
around our elementary, middle, and high school campuses. 

Thank you for your ongoing support of our Walnut Valley 
schools.  Dedicated parent volunteers and local businesses - 
our partners in education - are making differences in the lives 
of our students each day. 

At our new HARTT Center in Walnut, students age 18-22 
with disabilities are receiving important transition skills, 
with over 20 business partners providing job and vocational 
training.  We are very lucky here in Walnut Valley!

We have been able to continue improvements on our 
campuses through your support of Measures S & Y.  This year, 
Chaparral Middle School is being transformed with school-
wide modernization, and the addition of new music and food 
services buildings. 

We are proud of our long-standing tradition of excellence in 
our schools.  Most recently, Walnut Valley has been ranked as 
the 13th best school district in the state, out of more than 1,000 
districts, in the national Niche Report.  

Again, thank you for the ongoing and unmatched support 
for our schools and students.  We hope you will take a few 
moments to peruse this current issue of Outlook. And 
finally, stay connected with Walnut Valley by following us on  
Twitter @WVUSD_Tweet.

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert P. Taylor

The Heart of Education 
            HARTT Center Grand Opening

Walnut Valley celebrated the opening of the Hockwalt 
Adult Resource & Transition Training (HARTT) Center 
December 10.  The HARTT Center serves 18-22 year old 
students with disabilities who are receiving a Certificate of 

Completion from 
high school and 
have significant 
needs for support 
as they transition 
to adulthood.

“We have stu-
dents that have 
to overcome im-
mense obstacles to 
be able to be happy 
and productive in 
society.  These stu-

dents have always been in the heart of our district,” said 
Jose Annicchiarico, principal at Ron Hockwalt Academies 
in Walnut.  

The Center features classrooms, a technology center, 
and career training.  Students learn how to do their laundry 
and how to cook in an industrial-size kitchen.

Over 20 local business partners have also stepped up to 
help students develop job and vocational skills. An outdoor 
garden, donated by Home Depot, blooms with vegetables 
and herbs that students incorporate into their cooking 
class recipes. 

Until last year, students were transitioned to county 
programs after high school.  Changes in the state’s special 

Common Core Close-Up
Parents Share their Firsthand Experiences

education local plan (SELPA) allowed Walnut Valley to 
bring its students back home. 

“We’re finally able to provide services to our own 
students!” coordinator Judi Koorndyk said about the long-
awaited program. 

“I’m very appreciative of the whole program. The heart 
that the teachers have for these kids  –   it’s not something 
that they have to do, it’s something they want to do, ” praised 
parent Jim Reya.  His daughter, Cynthia transitioned to the 
HARTT Center after being part of a county program.  “The 
students here all grew up together in the district. I feel so 
much more at ease that she’s back in Walnut.”

“The name of this center is inspired by former 
superintendent Dr. Ron Hockwalt. He used to tell us that 
the true measurement of our success is the struggling 
students.   And this Center is really the embodiment of that 
philosophy,” Annicchiarico stated. 

“This school district really takes its vision seriously  –  to 
take care of the children.  This is a  
wonderful gift for the  
children,” Reya added. 

Michael at Chick-fil-A

Jennifer at Staples
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Classified Employees Honored at Gala 
Presenting the 
       “Best of the Best”

Walnut Valley recognized a dozen outstanding employees during the 
Class Act Cornerstone Awards Gala on February 19.  The Cornerstone Award 
recognizes exemplary classified (non-teaching) employees who have gone 
“above and beyond the call of duty” in providing outstanding customer service 
to the District and community.  Congratulation to our 2014 honorees!

Mary Harms, Office Assistant
Evergreen Elementary

April Lee, Instructional Aide II-Bilingual/Bicultural 
Suzanne Middle School

Judy Marinez, Office Assistant
Westhoff Elementary

Barbara Chin, Instructional Aide II Bilingual/Bicultural
Collegewood Elementary

Eric Guzman, Noon Aide
Collegewood Elementary

Sam Sornoso, Director 
Maintenance, Operations, Transportation, Facilities

Gene Kennebrew, Lead Grounds Worker
Maintenance Department 

Li Nai Chang, Bilingual/Bicultural Language Technician
Educational Services

Sunghee Lee, Bilingual/Bicultural Language Technician
Educational Services

Jon Jackson, Custodian II 
Maple Hill Elementary

Robyn Craig, Staff Secretary
Ron Hockwalt Academies

Cindy Franco, Instructional Aide II - Special Education
Collegewood Elementary

Pedal Power 
Engages Readers

South Pointe special education teacher 
Nakia Brener was looking for a way to help 
her 6th-8th grade students improve their 
reading skills.  She noticed that they didn’t 
seem engaged during the 30 minutes of 
Accelerated Reading each morning. 

After reading an article about 
integrating kinesthetic learning in the 
classroom, she thought the movement 
would help her kids too.  P.E. classes had 
launched a successful “read and ride” 
program earlier in the year. 

Brener found stationary pedals that tuck under the desks, balance balls, and specialized 
seat cushions for her students.  She wrote grants to Donors Choose and the Walnut Valley 
Educational Foundation that funded the $800 project. 

“Now they’ve been peddling away and reading!” Brener reports. “We haven’t had them 
long enough to see how it improves reading, but I will say the kids are much more likely to be 
reading.”

“I like it because it keeps my mind going,” said 7th grader Tyler Lewis. “And I feel like I’m 
getting fit!”

2014 Classified  
Employee of the Year

Mary Harms,  
Office Assistant

Mary has been a familiar face 
in the District for many years 
as an active parent volunteer.  
She was hired in 2000 as a PIP/
PALS intervention aide and 
provided vital support to at-risk 
students.  She joined the staff 
at Evergreen in 2012.  Mary is 
the ultimate professional and 
works tirelessly while always 
maintaining a positive attitude.  
Mary helps set the tone for the 
school and makes everyone feel 
welcome and cared for. She is the 
sunshine in the Evergreen office!

“I’m so proud to be part of Walnut Valley,” she said. “I’ve worked at several 
school sites and always tell parents that every school is wonderful and so are 
the people. And I really mean it!” 

Collegewood Elementary marked its 50th 
birthday on March 20 with a time capsule 
dedication, VIP speakers, aerial photo, and 
birthday cake.  Several past principals, 
original alumni, and teachers joined the 
golden birthday celebration. Student 
council members shared fun facts about the 
school’s history. The choir and WHS Band 
Buddies provided special music.  Students 
and parents enjoyed a hotdog lunch on the 

Look Who’s 50!

playground after the assembly.
The 50th birthday celebration will 

continue at the school’s Homecoming 
Carnival scheduled Saturday, May 16, from 
3:30-7 p.m.  The 50’s-themed event will 
honor original alumni, feature a “hall of 
memories” with photos and fun trivia from 
the past 50 years. Community members 
and alumni are invited!

Walnut Valley schools continued their 
record of exemplary performance during 
the L.A. County Science Olympiad.  All five 
middle and high schools qualified to advance 
to the state competition. 

Walnut scored 2nd place and Diamond Bar 
earned 3rd place in the high school division 
among 40 teams. Suzanne took 3rd place, 
Chaparral - 4th place, and South Pointe - 5th 
place in the middle school division.

“These students worked very hard 
with a dedication that went far beyond 
expectations,” said WHS teacher and advisor, 

Schools Steam Ahead at 
Science Olympiad Regionals

Tony Goossens. “They really represent some 
of the best minds in the State.”

Several elementary schools, some first 
time competitors, vied in a field of 60 schools. 
Westhoff won a Gold medal; Quail Summit, 
Vejar, Castle Rock, and Evergreen received 
Silver medal awards.

“I am so proud of this group of talented 
young scientists who were willing to take 
risks and pursue advanced studies. They will 
be competing for their personal best at the 
upcoming state competition,” said Suzanne 
teacher and advisor Susan Warren.

Acciani Named
    Grammy Music Educator Finalist!

DBHS Instrumental Music Director Steve Acciani was named a finalist for 
the Grammy Music Educator Award.  

The Recording Academy and the Grammy Foundation hand out the honor to 
recognize teachers who contribute significantly to music education and show 
a commitment to sustaining music instruction in their schools.  Acciani and 
nine other finalists will each receive a $1,000 honorarium and their schools get 
a matching amount. The finalists were chosen from over 7,000 nominations 
from 50 states. 

“We are extremely proud of the recognition that Mr. Acciani has earned from 
the Grammy Foundation. He is an inspirational music teacher and an integral 
part of who we are as a community!” said Principal Catherine Real.

SPORTS Update 
Diamond Bar High School: Boys Soccer, Girls Basketball, and Wrestling 
all made the CIF playoffs. Wrestlers Derrick Moss & Jeff Lin qualified for CIF 
Masters meet.  Football players Antonio Hull, Isaiah Thompson, and Austin Cox 
signed national letters of intent.

Walnut High School: Boys Basketball and Wrestling are undefeated Hacienda 
League Champions.  Alyssa Barredo, Mia Dow, and Sarah Arellano won CIF 
championship in Girls Wrestling. Barredo took 2nd, and Dow finished 4th in 
the state!
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Construction 
UPDATE

Thanks to your support of 
Bond Measures S & Y, construction 
and modernization projects are 
laying the framework for 
21st Century learning.

n Interior demolition is complete

n Drywall has been installed throughout the building

n Plumbing contractor is working on rough plumbing
 throughout the building

n Plumbing and electrical work is in progress

n HVAC corner classroom diffusors are being installed

n Paintwork has begun on hollow metal windows and
 door frames

n Gypsum board is being installed throughout the
 building

n Several sliding pocket door frames have been installed
 in classrooms

n Installation of skylights is nearing completion

n Crews are installing interior metal wall framing, 
 wall insulation, and hollow metal doors

Chaparral Middle School
NSA Construction Group continues school-wide 
modernization at Chaparral Middle School. 

Chaparral Music and Food 
Service Building

ESR Construction has completed all rough underground plumbing 
systems in the Kitchen building.  Reinforced steel has been installed 
for the footings and building slab.  Structural steel for the Music 
Building is being fabricated up north and the columns and beams 
are scheduled to arrive this month.  All structural steel is scheduled 
to be on site by early April.  

Maple Hill  
Elementary School

A new ball wall was installed on the  
campus in February.

Vejar Elementary 
School 
The installation of a lunch area shade structure 
is complete. 

Pictured below, NSA poured the new concrete footing, walls, 
and ramps inside the building.

NSA continuing to frame interior walls at 
Chaparral Middle School.

Walnut High 
School Pool 
Renovation 

We have received the approved plans for 
the renovation of the Walnut High School 
pool from the Division of State Architect 
(DSA) and County Health Department. The 
project has now gone out to bid.

ESR poured all the footing and slab for the Kitchen building.

Coming
Soon!
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Follow us on Twitter!
School and District News @WVUSD_Tweet

Alumni in the News!
DBHS: Super Bowl Ring Recipient

New England Patriots offensive lineman #62 Ryan 
Wendell, DBHS Class of 2004, played starting center 
during the incredible Super Bowl victory over the 
Seattle Seahawks on February 1. The high school 
standout was an All-CIF Southern Section selection, 
league MVP, and Hall of Fame member. 

WHS: “American Idol” Top 11
Talented teen Adanna Duru, WHS Class of 2014, is 

a Top 11 finalist in the legendary singing competition 
“American Idol.”  The 18-year-old threw her hat in the 
ring during the San Francisco auditions, earning a 
coveted golden ticket to Hollywood.  As a sophomore, 
Duru competed on “The Voice.”  She recently took 
time out to meet a group of Suzanne Middle School 
fans at the Teen Center. 
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Night of the Stars... 
Celebrating Education

The Walnut Valley Educational Foundation 
(WVEF) will present Night of the Stars…Celebrating 
Education gala event May 7, at the Diamond Bar 
Center.  Reception and dinner begin at 6:30 p.m.

WVEF will honor dedicated parent volunteers 
and community partners who support our Walnut 
Valley schools and share our vision for excellence 
while bringing resources to our students and 
staff.  The special evening will also feature student 
entertainment, community, business, education, 
and alumni recognitions.

For ticket information or how you can help 
support this event, please contact Cindy 
Ruiz at (909) 973-9677, or check out events at  
www.walnutvalleyfoundation.com.

To learn more about Walnut Valley Schools visit our website at                                                        www.wvusd.k12.ca.us

IMPORTANT  
DATES:

Memorial Day: May 25
Last Day of School: May 28

In the Winners Circle...

C.J. Morris Elementary kindergarteners dressed 
up as adorable centenarians to mark the 100th day 
of school on January 
28.  The youngsters 
transformed into 
100-year-olds with gray 
spray-painted hair, 
glasses, and canes 
for the day of fun and 
learning.  Many of the 
little ones had their new 
“mature” hair tucked 
up in buns with rouge 
on their cheeks. They 
wore aprons, shawls and 
sweater vests. Some even 
had painted-on wrinkles!

n First Place at “The Orchestra Cup”
Congratulations to 140 members of DBHS Symphony Orchestra who 

took 1st place at the National School Orchestra Finals at New York’s 
Lincoln Center on March 8.  Guest conductor Sey Ahn and director Steve 

Acciani led an amazing performance of Brahms 4th Symphony. 

Demystifying Code

Walnut Valley students joined tens of millions of 
students in over 180 countries in the ‘Hour of Code’ 
campaign held during Computer Science Education 
Week.  Elementary, middle, and high school teachers 
embraced the innovative program that introduces 
students to computer programming. The one-hour 
lesson is designed to demystify code and show that 
anybody can learn the basics.

Vejar fourth grade students liked trying out the Angry 
Birds lessons.

“It’s awesome!” exclaimed Frederick Chin, age 9, after 
successfully completing a tutorial.

Kindergarten teacher Natalie Lawrence brought 
her youngsters to the computer lab for the experience. 
They practiced using the left, right, and forward coding 
commands on the tutorial.

n Students “Keep it Moving” at JPL
Chaparral sixth graders Karissa Wong and Joshua Chou qualified for the finals at the “Keep it Moving” Jet 
Propulsion Lab (JPL) Design Competition. They competed among 20 teams, most at the high school level. 

The determined team won 3rd Place and the Most Creative Design awards!

n Winners at Math Championship
South Pointe team members Ryan Lou, Isaac No, Megan Yang, and Timothy Yeh won 1st place and Countdown 
Champion awards at the East San Gabriel Valley MATHCOUNTS Competition and qualified for the state finals 
at UCI.  Suzanne students Ethan Lin and Aaron Chang also advanced as individual competitors.

n Publications Win Top Awards
Walnut High Publications garnered the Super 
Sweepstakes award for the third time in four years at the 
Eastern Los Angeles Journalism Education Association 
Write-offs Competition. Walnut Valley schools swept all 
1st place sweepstakes at the tourney!

n Spelling Bee Finalist Wins Third Place
South Pointe 6th grader Thordar Han clinched a 3rd-place win at the Inland Valley Regional Spelling 

Bee on March 7. Thirty-three school champions competed in the neck-to-neck competition at Mt. SAC. 

n A Leader On and Off the Court
Walnut High senior Jeff Huang won the 2014 Jim Staunton Champions for 
Character Award. “On the court, Jeff is the first person to help a teammate 
up from a fall, the first one to pat somebody on the back when they do well 
and the first to shake hands at the end of a contest,” said nominator Athletic 
Director Jerry Person. “He serves as a 
model of consistency on and off the 
basketball court and is a leader in ev-
erything he does.”

Is Education Important to You?  
Do you enjoy helping students?  

Are you passionate about making a difference?  
Do you have a talent to share?

Join our team! The Walnut Valley Educational 
Foundation is currently interviewing for new directors 
(this is a volunteer position). Find out how you can 
become involved in this non-profit organization that 
provides vital support to our schools! 

Call (909) 973-9677 for more information.

Kindergarteners Become Centenarians
Learning the Value of 100

“This was the first time we’ve had the students 
dress as old people,” noted teacher Sarah Sherman. 

“They came in with little 
mustaches and cotton ball 
eyebrows – it was so cute!” 

The kids look forward 
to reaching the big 100 all 
year long. They counted 
out 100 Fruit Loops cereal 
rounds to make necklaces. 
They estimated walking a 
hundred feet. They wrote 
little books about 100 
things they’ve seen, eaten, 
or wanted to do.

Kindergarteners Rachel Peiten, Chloe Thi, and Molly Chung 
showed off their 100-year-old costumes.


